
Infographics
What it means, where they come from, and how to think about them 
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This is a chart or graph
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This is a graphic
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This is an infographic
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What is an infographic?

• Information Graphic
• A method of organizing and visualizing complex information to 

highlight conclusions and educate the viewer.
• Requires research, conceptual thinking, and the ability to 

illustrate the solution in an easy-to-grasp way. 
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XKCD
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XKCD
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Types of 
infographics
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Lists
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Lists
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Lists (detail)
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Decision trees
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Decision trees
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Decision trees
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Illustrated narrative
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Illustrated narrative
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Illustrated narrative
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Illustrated narrative
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Illustrated narrative
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Illustrated narrative
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Maps and geography
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Maps and geography
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Timeline

ART 334- Type & Image – Dugan Source: Reebee Garofalo



Timeline
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Timeline
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Timeline
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Comparison
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Comparison
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Comparison
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Cross-referencing data sets
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Cross-referencing data sets
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Cross-referencing data sets
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What size is it?
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Possibilities are endless
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Remember to keep it modular
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What’s the story?
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Who is your audience?

• Is this for mass media? An organization? A corporation?
• Newspaper? Online interactive? Social media?
•What do you want users to get out of this?
•What do you want them to do when they’ve read it?
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A large narrative idea

Good narratives start with an intriguing premise.
• A brush with greatness: Was it evil? Was it benign? How did it 

affect the person/people who experienced it?
• Two different versions of the same event: World War II, D-

Day; the Baltimore riots; Tiananmen Square.
• A firsthand account of an experience with a controversial 

issue.
• A dramatic moment of success or failure. 
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Start your research

Start asking questions:
•Who?
•What?
•Where?
•When?
•Why?
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Just a bunch of figures won’t do it

Answer these questions.
•Who are we talking about?
•What’s the big deal?
•Where is this in relation to me?
•When did all of this go down, anyway?
•Why should I care?

ART 334- Type & Image – Dugan



Have a way to structure the content
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Have a way to structure the content
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Have a way to structure the content
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Have a way to structure the content
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Problem/solution
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Problem/solution
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Problem/solution
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Problem/solution
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Maps and geography
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Maps and geography

DATA
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Credits and attribution

List where you found the data.
Source: Name of Publication, URL, Book title, author
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